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We are continuing this morning in a sermon series on the great journeys of the 
faith, these stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses and the Exodus.  We've 
finally made it into the New Testament and this Sunday we're talking about the 
journey of Jesus into Jerusalem.  
 
 But we're going to begin with the first scriptural journey into Jerusalem, which is 
when King David conquers the city in the book of 2 Samuel.  A couple of things 
as we read this passage I think are significant for us.  The first one, this city, 
Jerusalem, has been unconquered.  Even though all the land around it has been 
more or less conquered by the Israelites when they invaded the land of Joshua, 
this city has remained defiant, as it were.  The Jebusites are the people in this 
city.  This city is also located just about between the southern tribe of Judah, 
which initially supported David, and the northern ten tribes of Israel, which just 
begin to support David in this passage which we read today. 
 
So David's looking for a capital for his new kingdom that no one else has a claim 
to, that's relatively neutral territory.  It's basically like Washington, DC, it's not in 
any of the tribes, it's a neutral space.  You'l l also notice that David, even though 
he becomes king of Israel and Judah and all of the Hebrew people, only he and 
his men go into Jerusalem.  "H is men" probably refers to his army, his personal 
army, his mercenaries that he's paying to fight for him. 
 
So listen to the Word of the Lord. 
 
 2 Samuel 5:1-10 
 
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, ÔLook, we are your bone 
and flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and 
brought it in. The Lord said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, 
you who shall be ruler over Israel.Õ So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; 
and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed 
David king over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned for forty years. At Hebron he reigned over Judah for seven years and six months; 



and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years. 

 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the 
land, who said to David, ÔYou will not come in here, even the blind and the lame will 
turn you backÕÑ thinking, ÔDavid cannot come in here.Õ Nevertheless, David took the 
stronghold of Zion, which is now the city of David. David had said on that day, ÔWhoever 
wishes to strike down the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack the lame and 
the blind, those whom David hates.Õ Therefore it is said, ÔThe blind and the lame shall not 
come into the house.Õ David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. 
David built the city all around from the Millo inwards. And David became greater and 
greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him. 
 
 
 
From the New Testament this morning, we read another story of a king entering 
Jerusalem.  This is in the Gospel of Luke, the first occasion where Jesus arrives in 
Jerusalem.  As we think about journeys, Luke is a particularly appropriate 
Gospel for us.  Luke is really written as a journey towards Jerusalem, the whole 
book is culminating in this final event in Jerusalem.  Again and again and again, 
we hear the words, "Jesus turned his face to Jerusalem," "he moved on towards 
Jersualem," "he was going up to Jerusalem."  Then in the book of Acts, it begins 
in Jerusalem and it moves outward from Acts to the ends of the earth, this great 
flow.   
 
But this is the moment we've been waiting for, this is the moment where the 
King arrives in the city of David.  As you are probably familiar with the story, it 
is somewhat anti-climactic for the people.  Jesus, in fulfi ll ing a prophecy in the 
Old Testament, rides in on a colt, a baby donkey.  Kings don't ride baby donkeys.  
Kings ride big war chargers, they ride huge horses or chariots.  They don't ride 
baby donkeys.  Jesus is very intentional about what he's doing here.  He wants to 
reveal that He is a totally different kind of king than the kings who have come 
before. 
 
Listen to the Word of the Lord.  
 
Luke 19:29-44 
 
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, 
he sent two of the disciples, saying, ÔGo into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it 
you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If 
anyone asks you, ÒWhy are you untying it?Ó just say this: ÒThe Lord needs it.Ó Õ So 
those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the 
colt, its owners asked them, ÔWhy are you untying the colt?Õ They said, ÔThe Lord needs 
it.Õ Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was 
now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that 
they had seen, saying,!ÔBlessed is the king!   who comes in the name of the Lord!!Peace in 



heaven,!   and glory in the highest heaven!Õ !Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
him, ÔTeacher, order your disciples to stop.Õ He answered, ÔI tell you, if these were silent, 
the stones would shout out.Õ 

 As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ÔIf you, even you, had only 
recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes. Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts 
around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side. They will crush you to the 
ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone 
upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God.Õ 
 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
So, we had this great trip to Nicaragua [last week], and there's these great stories 
I can tell about the children who were there, and being in the Young Life camp, 
and the Young Life club and watching kids even during worship text-messaging 
and thinking "wow, I'm home now."  But I really want to focus on a favorite 
pastime of mine in N icaragua.  For some reason, singing is the thing to do in 
N icaragua.  If you're on the bus, if you're working in the coffee fields, if you're 
working on the road, if you're in the showers Ð wherever you are, you've got to 
be singing, it's the thing to do.  It could be because they don't have any X-Boxes 
and I can't play Halo, but we sing a lot in N icaragua.  It really is just a joy for me 
Ð I love, love, love to sing.  It's not entirely a joy for everyone else Ð there's some 
chuckles going on over here.   Actually, I have some exciting news.  Morgan 
Burroughs and I are starting a band.  Morgan and I are similarly musically 
challenged, so our band's going to be called In Tune Ð because if we can't be in 
tune, at least our band can beÉ  
 
In any case, singing is just a real joy for me.  I had a great day on Tuesday.  
Tuesday afternoon we were working on a road.  It was a road to the coffee fields 
further on the farm where we were working.  The way a road works in 
N icaragua Ð there's three paved roads in Nicaragua and everything else is gravel 
and rocks.  So the way it works is they clear a path, and fortunately we didn't 
have to cut down any trees, and then they have kind of a mud road.  It's a dirt 
road, but it's a rainforest so it's always muddy.  And this is where we picked up. 
You clear off a level of mud, and as far as we can tell it's because they think it's 
good for gringos to clear mud.  We couldn't figure out the purpose of clearing 
the mud.  Then they bring these trucks w ith huge rocks and then they've got all 
this gravel.  They just dump them in a pile, and then you have to pick up and 
move the rocks, set them in the right places, cover them with gravel, and then it's 
a road. 
 
So we were doing this on Tuesday afternoon and it started to rain a l ittle bit.  It's 
not that unusual since it's a rainforest and it rains a lot.  There were seven of us 
plus our Nica leader named Walter.  It started to rain a little bit more, we were 
getting near the end of this pile of rocks, so we sent a couple people back because 
none of us had raingear and it was kind of cold because you're on the mountain.  



At this point it wasn't really drizzling, it was sort of a typhoon of rain.  We sent a 
couple of people back and we got to the end of this pile of rocks.  At this point, it 
was Morgan, Brandi, Angela Gaynor, Rebecca Rand, myself and this guy Walter. 
The five of us gringos look at Walter as we finish the pile and we're like, "You 
ready to go?"  He looks at us and he's like, "No, we're going to wait here.  We've 
got two more trucks of rocks coming.  We're just going to stand in the rain for 
awhile until they come."  We said [facetiously], "Sweet, that's awesome!" 
 
So we're standing in the rain and inevitably we start to sing.  We didn't just sing 
a couple songs here and there.  We probably sang for about 20 minutes straight, 
as loud as we possibly could.  The only songs we all knew were Christian songs 
and Disney songs, so we're going back and forth, a lot of Little Mermaid.  We got 
our shovels, we were using our shovels as mike stands, we were really leaning 
into it, you know, and gesturing.  It was great fun.  Despite the mud and the rain 
and the cold and the rocks and the gravel and the shoveling, it was probably my 
favorite afternoon of the whole trip. 
 
And it struck me as I was thinking back on that, that we spend a ton of time in 
our regular lives trying to be entertained.  Trying to find the right book or the 
right movie or the right video game or the right television show Ð whatever it 
takes to fi ll  up our time so that we can have fun or relax.  All of those things are 
nice, but they're sort of l ike reflections of the real world, shadows of the real 
world.  And here we were in N icaragua, just singing Ð really simple, but it felt 
really real.  It was just awesome.  It struck me, that distinction between 
compromising on the easy stuff, the pale reflections or shadows of reality, or 
going for those great deep eternal joys and purposes and truths of what God has 
for us.  That's something I think we all experience, that distinction between 
shadow and reality. 
 
And I think it shows up very clearly for us in our scripture this morning, in two 
ways.  We have these very similar stories of David and Jesus.  Both kings coming 
to Jerusalem for the first time, both kings coming with their men, their disciples, 
their posses, if you w ill, and I think you w ill.  They are both kings coming 
proclaiming the destruction of Jerusalem; David proclaims it to the Jebusites, 
Jesus proclaims it to the Israelites.  They're both kings who come to Jerusalem 
thinking about the building of their future kingdoms.  And for both of them this 
is an essential moment in their work and lives and ministry. 
 
But they're very, very different entrances into Jerusalem.  I think there's two 
reasons.  One, it's not an uncommon idea that the Old Testament foreshadows 
the New, that it's sort of the shadow of Christ, so David is a reflection of Christ in 
that sense.  But, more importantly, I think we forget sometimes that in the Old 
Testament, king-ship is a bad thing, king-ship is contrary to God's w ill.    
 
You remember early on in the Old Testament, Moses leads the people out of 
Egypt, then Joshua leads them for awhile and then there's this series of judges, 
and the judges end in this guy, Samuel.  And throughout that whole period it's 
understood that Israel is to be different from all the other nations.  One of the 
most important ways it's different is that it doesn't have a king.  It doesn't have a 



king because God is the King of Israel, and you can't have two kings in one 
kingdom.  So there's judges and there's leaders and there's top people, men and 
women that God raises up for a season.  But the King is always understood to be 
God, Yahweh, the Lord. 
 
There's this point in the eighth chapter of the first book of Samuel where the 
people of Israel come to Samuel and they say, "You know what?  Your sons are 
terrible and we don't want them to be the next judges.  You know what we really 
want is a king."  The reasoning for wanting a king?  They want to be like all the 
other nations.   Samuel tells them, "No, that's a sin. You shouldn't even ask for 
that."  But they persist and Samuel goes to God.  God says, "Samuel, they haven't 
rejected you, they've rejected me.  They've chosen that they don't want me to be 
their King anymore, and so, sure, I'll  give them a king, but you need to let them 
know that it's going to be a bad scene." 
 
So this whole idea of king-ship, even in David who was a good, more or less, 
king, it's a compromise.  It's a shadow of the reality that God had desired even in 
the Old Testament for the Israelites.  He desired them to be different; they 
wanted to be similar.  Even more so, as we look at David and Jesus, we see that 
David, who's a good man, a great leader, is just a shadow of what Jesus is.  In so 
many ways, we're tempted to compromise or settle for the easier thing, to 
conform to the world.  Or just to go back and say, "Well, Jesus is too hard, let's go 
back to David.  David had some good ideas." 
 
But I think that's a seductive lure of our enemy.  Another way to think about the 
shadow, it's sort of like an inoculation.  I'm not very wise in the ways of science Ð 
I think my last science class in college was Rocks for Jocks Ð so I don't know 
anything about inoculations, but just pretend that I do for a second.  The way an 
inoculation or vaccine works is that you get injected with a small amount or even 
a dying amount of a disease and your body interacts w ith that and builds up 
antibodies to fight off that disease.  What you get injected w ith is so small, you're 
not supposed to be able to contract that disease from that injection.  But once you 
already have those antibodies, once your body learns how to fight it off, when 
you get the full dose Ð when you actually come in contact w ith chicken pox or 
measles Ð your body already has its defenses up so that full dose can't get in. 
 
I think for us, often we settle for a shadow of God's reality.  And it's l ike 
inoculating ourselves against the full story of Christ. We get just enough to be 
safe and comfortable w ithout having to experience all that Christ wants for us.  I 
think the church and the world are dying for a lethal dose of the Gospel. 
 
I want to suggest three ways for us this morning that we're challenged with this 
distinction between shadow and reality.  The first one is that living in the 
shadow means looking for another place for hope other than Christ, another 
place for hope other than Christ's w ill for the world.  And I think most often we 
do that in the same way that the Israelites did it when they asked for a king, we 
do it in the same way that the Israelites did it when Jesus entered in riding in on 
a donkey and they said, "This isn't the kind of king we want. We want a great 
political hero, we want a great warrior, we want someone who can drive out 



Rome."  I think we look for those same solutions in the arena of politics, in the 
arena of nations.  All too often I hear "This is a Christian nation and we've got to 
redeem this nation for Christ and we want to get back on the track that we 
started on."  Those are all fine things, and I want everybody in this nation to 
know who Christ is.  But I want to be careful that we don't confuse God's plan 
and the Kingdom with a kingdom of this world. 
 
I've been reading this great book, it's called Jesus For President by Shane 
Claiborne.  Another book by him, The Irresistible Revolution, I've recommended to 
you guys before.  This is a great read.  In it, he's got a couple of quotes.  The first 
two are from President George Bush, the first one from the State of the Union in 
2003.  He said, "There's power, there's wonder-working power, in the goodness 
and idealism and faith of the American people." 
 
You might not be familiar w ith it, but the phrase "power, wonder-working 
power" comes from an old gospel hymn.  I won't sing it, but there's power, 
wonder-working power in the blood of Christ.  The blood of Christ Ð or the 
goodness, idealism and faith of the American people?  Again, from our 
President: "The ideal of America is the hope of all mankind. That hope sti ll  lights 
our way, and the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it."  The first time those words were written they had nothing to do w ith 
America. 
 
Unless you think this is a Republican problem, in the words of Barack Obama on 
the Late Show with David Letterman in 2007: "This country is stil l the last best hope 
on Earth."  Two men who represent different sides of the political spectrum but 
profess Christ and who've bought into the same heresy, the same error, the idea 
that our hope in this world is placed not in Christ and in H is plans for the world 
but in what we can do as a people, or especially what we can do as a nation. 
 
Tony Campolo has this great quote, I used  it a couple times on our mission trip, 
he says mixing church and state is like mixing ice cream and cow manure Ð it 
doesn't affect the cow manure much but it really messes up the ice cream, which 
I imagine is true.   
 
Here's the thing Ð the state is fine, we can live w ith the state, we can work w ith 
the state.  But the state isn't the solution.  America, even as she lives in our 
imaginations and our highest ideals is never going to be the solution for the 
brokenness and the pain in the world.  That solution is only going to be found in 
the church.  It's only going to be found in the church living out a life faithful to 
the one Christ called us to l ive.  When we put our hope in other things, even 
other things that seem good, we really follow a shadow rather than the reality of 
what Christ calls us to be. 
 
The second way we can get seduced into following just a portion or a shadow of 
what God has for us instead of the totality of H is will for our l ives is that we can 
cordon off things.  We can say that the scope of the Kingdom is this big and no 
bigger, that w ithin this circle of stuff I will l isten to Jesus and then outside this 



circle of stuff He's not as relevant.  It's not that I don't sti l l  love Him, it's just that 
He's not as relevant. 
 
You remember in the Old Testament, back when Moses was speaking to God on 
Mt. Sinai, he got this thing we call the Torah, the law of the Old Testament.  Even 
though that's a foreshadowing of Christ, it has a lot of the reality of God in it.  
What's so powerful for me about the law is that it includes everything in our 
l ives.  It includes all those sins that we would call sins:  you can't murder people 
according to the Torah, you really shouldn't steal from them, if you lie you 
should probably try to stop that too, you should worship God, go to church on 
Saturday.  On the whole, a lot of things we agree with.  But then it has a ton of 
stuff:  how you should clean and glean and ti ll  your fields and what things you 
can plant, it has what food you can eat, what clothes you can wear, what things 
you can do sexually in the context of your own home, even how you can cut your 
hair.  It completely covers all of l ife. 
 
There's a great rabbi, so great I can't remember his name right now, who says 
that any religion that doesn't cover what to do w ith your pots, your pans, and 
your privates is no religion at all.  I think that's true.  When we cordon off our 
l ives, when we say, "Yeah, I'm going to follow God in terms of how I look at 
women, or how I respond with anger or not, but I'm not going to worry about 
God when it comes to what I buy or what I eat or where I go or what I do in the 
privacy of my own home" I think we follow a shadow rather than the reality of 
what God has for us. 
 
We have to admit that the shadow is always easier.  It's always easier to follow 
the shadow.  It's easier to say, "You know what? There's no way I can keep track 
of all that stuff.  There's no way I can know where my food came from and how 
the animals were treated who make up my food and how the workers were paid 
and whether the cattle comes from land that was clear-cut for grazing land 
where they were destroying forests."  It's overwhelming to think about where 
did my clothes come from, who made them, and how much did they get paid 
and what are the conditions in which they're working?  Or where did my luxury 
items come from and how many wars were fought over the diamond ring I gave 
my wife?  But I think those questions are essential for us, and when we exclude 
those from our lives, we get into the seduction of that shadow life. 
 
This is another story from Shane's book.  He's talking about a time where he 
attended a rally against overseas sweatshops.   [He writes}:  "They listened as a 
child from Indonesia pointed to the giant scar on his face.  The child said, 'I got 
this scar when my master lashed me with a whip for not working hard enough.  
When it began to bleed, he did not want me to stop working or to ruin the cloth 
in front of me.  So he took a lighter and he burned it shut.  I got this making stuff 
for you.'" 
 
How can we follow Jesus and buy anything from that master?  How can we say 
that that's outside of the scope of the reality of God's Kingdom? 
 



The third seduction, the third way I think that we can fall into the shadow and be 
w ill ing to settle for something less than God's reality is an issue for me about the 
difference between peace and security.  I know this is an edgy topic, but I think 
it's really, really important.  There's only two places in the whole Bible where 
Jesus ever cries.  He cries once in the gospel of John when Lazarus dies and 
Lazarus's family has so little faith that they don't trust that Jesus can raise him.  
He actually cries out of anger.  The scripture says that He snorted in H is spirit 
l ike a camel.  He was so angry and so hurt by their lack of faith in H im that He 
cried.  The only other time he cries in scripture is here.  Jesus encounters the 
totality of human suffering in H is life.  He sees people with all kinds of disease.  
He sees people in abject poverty.  He sees people who've lived through 
innumerable wars between Rome and Israel.  He sees people who are demon-
possessed.  In all those situations, He's moved to compassion, but this is the only 
other time where He ever actually cries.  When He cries, this is what He says:  "If 
you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace." 
 
I think that we often settle for security and I think security is a shadow of peace.  
I think when David conquered the Jebusites, he was going for security.  And 
when Jesus entered into Jerusalem and the people wanted H im to raise up an 
army to throw off Rome, they wanted security.  But Jesus wanted peace. 
 
I remember when I was really young, elementary school, we had dril ls for what 
we would do in the event of a nuclear attack.  We were to go under our desks 
and wait there until the teachers told us it was safe to come out.  Our strategic 
defense at that time was the greatest acronym ever done, it was called MAD, 
mutually assured destruction.  You guys remember MAD?  It was the idea that 
we can stop you from nuking us, but we can nuke you back, and if we get 
enough nukes such that if you attack us and we attack you and everybody dies, 
no one w ill do it because if you attack, our destruction is mutually assured.  
 
I don't even know if that's security.  But I know it's not peace.  I think we, 
especially as Americans, but as Christians in general, we're w illing to settle for 
security when we ought to be striving for peace.  We're will ing to say, "You 
know what?  Peace is too hard and demands too much for me, and so if I can get 
security, I'm good to go."  I think security is being able to inspire fear in others.  
And I think peace is not having fear in yourself.  I think security is being able to 
hurt others, and I think peace is being able to say that, in Christ, nothing can hurt 
me, even if I'm kil led.  I think it's incumbent on us as Christians to say that we're 
never going to settle for just security, but that we're going to know the ways that 
make for peace.   
 
And here's the deal.  As long as we settle for the shadow, the easy way, the 
reflection of God's Kingdom rather than the reality that He has for us, as long as 
we prefer the shadow to the reality, we're always going to l ive in darkness.  And 
as long as the church prefers the shadow to the reality, the church is going to 
lead the world in darkness.  Scripture says that we are the light of the world, and 
Jesus says that if the light in you is darkness, how great then is the darkness. 
 



Our first night on the farm in N icaragua, we had our worship time, then we went 
up , we went through a prayer labyrinth on the mountain.  A labyrinth is 
different from a maze; a maze is a start to finish, a labyrinth you walk into the 
middle and then you walk back out.  Usually it's a foot path that you follow.  
This particular labyrinth is a path of hedges, about 7 feet tall, it sort of gives you 
a Harry Potter feel.  As we were walking through it, it was pitch black dark. They 
divided us into groups of five or six people, gringos, then each group had at least 
one N ica who was sort of our guide. They gave us a candle, which they told us 
represented the light of Christ, and they told us to walk in.  We walked through 
this path, praying as we went, until we finally came to the center where this was 
this giant cross.  We talked and prayed and sang Ð it was very, very powerful.  
 
I noticed that we all started out holding our candles here [in front of the body], 
because it was comfortable, it was the easy thing to do, it felt natural.  As we 
walked, I began to realize that I couldn't see very well with my candle right 
there, just because of the glare and it was so dark. I couldn't see where I was 
going.  I saw one of the N icas in front of me and he was walking with his candle 
held up over his head.  I watched the people in my group, and almost every one 
of them by the end of the walk had the candle up high.  You could see the 
ground perfectly, it i lluminated everything around you, before you, behind you, 
even the people around you Ð one candle shed a lot of l ight.  You could stil l  see 
the light very, very clearly, but by that light you could see everything else.   
 
It was harder, it took a little more energy to hold that candle over your head.  But 
it struck me that we're so tempted, I'm so tempted, just to settle for a little bit of 
Jesus.  Just to settle for enough Jesus to get through the day, not to put 
everything and all my eggs in that basket, not to totally hope only in H im and in 
H is plan for the world and trust that the church is the agent to change things, not 
to include everything in my faith but to just l imit the scope, not to focus on peace 
but just be content w ith security.  It's just so easy to hold your candle right here 
[in front].  It's so easy to keep Jesus just for yourself.  But it's so much more 
powerful to shine your l ight so that others can see by it.  It's so much more 
powerful to l ive in a way that Christ il luminates everything that you do, that 
there's nothing that you see that's outside of Christ, that there's nothing that you 
do or nothing that you encounter that's not included in that perfect reality that 
God desires for us. 
 
We are the light of the world.  And if we have the courage to follow it, if we have 
the courage to hold up that candle, if we have the courage to embrace the reality 
of God, then we are the last best hope for the Earth.   
 
Thanks be to H im.  Amen. 


