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Great Journeys of Scripture: Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Jm Gates

We are continuing this morning in a sermon series on the great journeys of the
faith, these stories of Abraham, Isaac Jacob, and Moses and the Exodus. We've
finally madeit into the New Testament and this Sunday we're talking about the
journey of Jesusinto Jerusalem.

But we're going to begin with the first scriptural journey into Jerusalem, which is
when King David conquersthe city in the book of 2 Samuel. A couple of things
aswe read this passage | think are significant for us. The first one, this city,
Jerusalem, hasbeen unconquered. Even though all the land around it hasbeen
more or less conquered by the Isradites when they invaded the land of Joshua,
this city hasremained defiant, asit were. The Jebusites are the peoplein this
city. Thiscity isalso located just about between the southern tribe of Judah,
which initially supported David, and the northern ten tribes of Israel, which just
begin to support David in this passage which we read today.

So David's looking for a capital for hisnew kingdom that no one else hasa claim
to, that'srelatively neutral territory. It's bascally like Washington, DC, it'snot in
any of thetribes, it's a neutral space. You'll also notice that David, even though
he becomes king of Israel and Judah and all of the Hebrew people, only he and
his men go into Jerusalem. "Hismen" probably refersto hisarmy, his personal
army, his mercenaries that he's paying to fight for him.

So listen to the Word of the Lord.
2 Samuel 5:1-10

Then all thetribes of Israd cameto David at Hebron, and said, @ ook, we areyour bone
and flesh. For sometime while Saul was king over us, it was you wholed out Israd and
broughtit in. TheLord said toyou: It isyou whoshdl be shephed of my peoplelsrad,
you whoshdl beruler over 1srad.CBo all thedde's of Israd cameto theking at Hebron;
and King David madea covenant with them at Hebron beforethelLord, and they anointed
David king over Israd. David wasthirty years dd when hebegan toregn, and he
regned for forty years. At Hebron heregned over Judah for seven years and six months



and at Jerusalem heregned over al Israd and Judah for thirty-threeyears.

Theking and his men marcheal to Jerusalem aganst theJebusites, theinhabitants of the
land, whosaid to David, &ou will not comein heg even theblind and thelamewill
turn you back®! thinking, ®@avid cannat comein heeONeverthdess, David took the
stronghdd of Zion, which is now thecity of David. David had said on that day, @Vhoever
wishesto strikedown theJebusites, le him ge up thewate shaft to attack thelame and
theblind, thesewham David haes.Orhedoreit is said, Oheblind and thelame shal not
comeintothehause CDavid occupied thestronghdd, and named it thecity of David.
David built thecity al around from theMilloinwards And David became greater and
greater, for theLord, theGod of hasts, was with him.

From the New Testament this morning, we read another story of a king entering
Jerusalem. Thisisin the Gospel of Luke, thefirst occason where Jesus arrivesin
Jerusalem. Aswethink about journeys, Lukeisa particularly appropriate
Gospel for us. Lukeisreally written asajourney towards Jrusalem, the whole
book is culminating in thisfinal event in Jerusalem. Again and again and again,
we hear thewords, "Jesus turned hisface to Jerusalem," "he moved on towards
Jersualem,” "he wasgoing up to Jerusalem."” Then in the book of Acts, it begins
in Jerusalem and it moves outward from Actsto the ends of the earth, this great
flow.

But thisisthe moment we've been waiting for, thisisthe moment where the
King arrivesin the city of David. Asyou are probably familiar with the story, it
is somew hat anti-climactic for the people. Jesus, in fulfilling a prophecy in the
Old Testament, ridesin on a colt, ababy donkey. Kingsdon't ride baby donkeys.
Kingsride big war chargers, they ride huge horses or chariots. They don't ride
baby donkeys. Jesusisvery intentional about what he'sdoing here. He wantsto
reveal that Heisatotally different kind of king than the kings who have come
before.

Listen to the Word of the Lord.
Luke 19.29-44

When hehad come near Beéhphageand Bethany, at theplace called theMount of Olives,
hesent two of thedisciples, saying, @o intothevillageahead of you, and as you enter it
you will find tied theea cdt tha has never been ridden. Untieit and bring it hee If
anyoneasks you, OWhy areyou untying it?Ojust say this: OTheLord nesdsit.OC8o
thasewhowere sent departed and found it as hehad tald them. Asthey wereuntying the
cdlt, its owners asked them, @vhy areyou untying thecdt?Orhey said, helLord nesds
it.Ohen they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing ther doaks on thecdlt, they set
Jesus on it. As herodealong, people kept spreading ther doaks on theroad. As hewas
now approaching thepah dovn from theM ount of Olives, thewhde multitude of the
disciples began to praise God joyfully with aloud voicefor al thedesdsof pover tha
they had seen, saying,!Blessad istheking! whocomesin thename of theLord!!Recein



heaven,! and glory in thehighest heaven!@ﬁ;meof thePhariseesin thecrowd said to
him, Oeache, orde your disciplestostop.CHeanswered, Otdl you, if thessweresilent,
thestones would shaut out.O

Ashecamenear and saw thedity, hewept over it, saying, @f you, even you, had only
recognized on this day thethingstha makefor peacel But now they are hidden from your
gyes. Inded, thedays will comeupan you, when your enemies will set up ramparts
around you and surround you, and han you in on every side They will crush you tothe
ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leavewithin you one stone
upaon ancthe'; because you did nat recognize thetime of your visitation from God.O

Thisisthe Word of the Lord. Thanksbeto God.

So, we had thisgreat trip to Nicaragua [last week], and there's these great stories
| can tell about the children who werethere, and being in the Young Life camp,
and the Young Life club and watching kids even during worship text-messaging
and thinking "wow, I'm home now." But | really want to focus on afavorite
pagime of minein Nicaragua. For some reason, singing isthethingtodoin
Nicaragua. If you're on thebus, if you're working in the coffee fields, if you're
working on theroad, if you'rein the showers Bwherever you are, you've got to
be singing, it'sthe thing to do. It could be because they don't have any X-Boxes
and | can't play Halo, but we sing alot in Nicaragua. It really isjust ajoy for me
bl love, love, loveto sing. It's not entirely ajoy for everyone else Bthere's some
chuckles going on over here. Actually, | have some exciting news. Morgan
Burroughsand | are starting aband. Morganand | are similarly musically
challenged, so our band's going to be called In Tune Bbecause if wecan't bein
tune, at least our band can beE

In any case, singing isjust areal joy for me. | had agreat day on Tuesday.
Tuesday afternoon wewereworking on aroad. It wasaroad to the coffee fields
further on the farm wherewe wereworking. Theway aroad worksin
Nicaraguabthere'sthree paved roadsin Nicaragua and everything elseis gravel
and rocks. Sotheway it worksisthey clear a path, and fortunately we didn't
have to cut down any trees, and then they have kind of a mud road. It'sadirt
road, but it'sarainforest soit'salways muddy. And thisiswherewe picked up.
You clear off alevel of mud, and asfar aswe can tell it's because they think it's
good for gringosto clear mud. We couldn't figure out the purpose of clearing
the mud. Then they bring these trucks with huge rocks and then they've got all
thisgravel. They just dump them in apile, and then you have to pick up and
move the rocks, set them in theright places, cover them with gravel, and then it's
aroad.

So we weredoing thison Tuesday afternoon and it started to rain alittle bit. It's
not that unusual sinceit'sarainforest and it rainsalot. Therewere seven of us
plusour Nicaleader named Walter. It started to rain alittle bit more, we were
getting near the end of this pile of rocks, so we sent a couple people back because
none of us had raingear and it waskind of cold because you're on the mountain.



At thispoint it wasn't really drizzling, it wassort of atyphoon of rain. We sent a
couple of people back and we got to the end of this pile of rocks. At thispoint, it
wasMorgan, Brandi, Angela Gaynor, Rebecca Rand, myself and this guy Wallter.
Thefive of us gringos look at Walter aswe finish the pile and we're like, "You
ready to go?' Helooksatusand he'slike, "No, we're going to wait here. We've
got two more trucks of rocks coming. We're just going to stand in the rain for
awhile until they come." We said [facetiously], "Sweet, that's awesome!"

So we're standing in the rain and inevitably we start to sing. We didn't just sing
a couple songs here and there. We probably sang for about 20 minutes straight,
asloud aswe possibly could. The only songswe all knew were Christian songs
and Disney songs, so we're going back and forth, alot of Little Mermaid. We got
our shovels, wewere using our shovels asmike stands, wewerereally leaning
into it, you know, and gesturing. It wasgreat fun. Despite the mud and therain
and the cold and the rocks and the gravel and the shoveling, it wasprobably my
favorite afternoon of the whole trip.

And it struck me asl wasthinking back on that, that we spend aton of timein
our regular lives trying to be entertained. Trying to find the right book or the
right movie or the right video game or the right television show Bwhatever it
takesto fill up our time so that we can have fun or relax. All of those things are
nice, but they're sort of like reflections of the real world, shadows of thereal
world. And herewewerein Nicaragua, just singing Preally simple, but it felt
really real. It wasjust awesome. It struck me, that distinction between
compromising on the easy stuff, the pale reflections or shadows of reality, or
going for those great deep eternal joys and purposes and truths of what God has
for us. That'ssomething | think we all experience, that distinction between
shadow and reality.

And I think it showsup very clearly for usin our scripture thismorning, in two
ways. We havethese very similar stories of David and Jesus. Both kings coming
to Jerusalem for the first time, both kings coming with their men, their disciples,
their posses, if you will, and | think you will. They are both kings coming
proclaiming the destruction of Jerusalem; David proclaimsit to the Jebusites,
Jesus proclaimsit to the Isradites. They're both kingswho come to Jerusalem
thinking about the building of their future kingdoms. And for both of them this
is an essential moment in their work and livesand ministry.

But they're very, very different entrances into Jerusalem. | think there'stwo
reasons. One, it'snot an uncommon ideathat the Old Testament foreshadows
the New, that it's sort of the shadow of Christ, so David isareflection of Christ in
that sense. But, moreimportantly, | think we forget sometimes that in the Old
Testament, king-ship is abad thing, king-ship is contrary to God's will.

You remember early on in the Old Testament, Moses leads the people out of
Egypt, then Joshua leads them for awhile and then there's this series of judges,
and the judges end in thisguy, Samuel. And throughout that whole period it's
understood that Israel isto be different from all the other nations. One of the
most important waysit's different isthat it doesn't have aking. It doesn't have a



king because God isthe King of Israd, and you can't have two kingsin one
kingdom. So there'sjudges and there'sleaders and there's top people, men and
women that God raisesup for a season. But the King is always understood to be
God, Yahweh, the Lord.

There'sthis point in the eighth chapter of the first book of Samuel where the
people of Israel come to Samuel and they say, "You know what? Your sons are
terrible and we don't want them to be the next judges. You know what we really
want isaking." Thereasoning for wanting aking? They want to be like all the
other nations. Samuel tellsthem, "No, that'sa sin. You shouldn't even ask for
that." But they persist and Samuel goesto God. God says, "Samuel, they haven't
rejected you, they've rejected me. They've chosen that they don't want meto be
their King anymore, and so, sure, I'll give them aking, but you need to let them
know that it's going to be a bad scene.”

So thiswholeidea of king-ship, even in David who wasa good, more or less,
king, it'sa compromise. It'sashadow of thereality that God had desired even in
the Old Testament for the Israelites. He desired them to be different; they
wanted to be similar. Even more so, aswe look at David and Jesus, we see that
David, who'sagood man, agreat leader, is just a shadow of what Jesusis. In so
many ways, we're tempted to compromise or settle for the easer thing, to
conform to theworld. Or just to go back and say, "Well, Jesusistoo hard, let's go
back to David. David had some good ideas."

But | think that's a seductive lure of our enemy. Another way to think about the
shadow, it's sort of like aninoculation. I'm not very wisein the ways of science b
| think my last science classin college was Rocks for Jocks Bso | don't know
anything about inoculations, but just pretend that | do for a second. The way an
inoculation or vaccine works isthat you get injected with a small amount or even
adying amount of adisease and your body interacts with that and builds up
antibodies to fight off that disease. What you get injected with is so small, you're
not supposed to be able to contract that disease from that injection. But once you
already have those antibodies, once your body learns how to fight it off, when
you get the full dose Bwhen you actually come in contact with chicken pox or
meades Byour body already hasits defenses up so that full dose can't get in.

| think for us, often we settle for a shadow of God'sreality. And it'slike
inoculating ourselves against the full story of Christ. We get just enough to be
safe and comfortable without having to experience all that Christ wants for us. |
think the church and theworld are dying for alethal dose of the Gospel.

| want to suggest three ways for us thismorning that we're challenged with this
distinction between shadow and reality. Thefirst oneisthatlivingin the
shadow means looking for another place for hope other than Christ, another
place for hope other than Christ'swill for theworld. And | think most often we
do thatin the same way that the Isradites did it when they asked for aking, we
doitin the sameway that the Isradites did it when Jesus entered in riding in on
adonkey and they said, "Thisisn't the kind of king we want. We want a great
political hero, we want a great warrior, we want someone who can drive out



Rome." | think we look for those same solutionsin the arena of politics, in the
arena of nations. All too often | hear "Thisis a Christian nation and we've got to
redeem this nation for Christ and we want to get back on thetrack that we
started on." Those are all finethings, and | want everybody in this nation to
know who Christis. But | want to be careful that we don't confuse God's plan
and the Kingdom with akingdom of thisworld.

I've been reading this great book, it's called Jesus For President by Shane
Claiborne. Another book by him, Thelrresistible Revaution, I've recommended to
you guys before. Thisisagreatread. Init, he'sgot a couple of quotes. Thefirst
two are from President George Bush, thefirst one from the Sate of the Union in
2003. He said, "There's power, there'swonder-working power, in the goodness
and idealism and faith of the American people.”

You might not be familiar with it, but the phrase "power, wonder-working
power" comes from an old gospel hymn. | won't sing it, but there's power,
wonder-working power in the blood of Christ. The blood of Christ Bor the
goodness, idealism and faith of the American people? Again, from our
President: "Theideal of Americaisthe hope of all mankind. That hope still lights
our way, and the light shinesin the darkness and the darkness hasnot overcome
it." Thefirst timethose wordswere written they had nothing to do with
America.

Unless you think thisisa Republican problem, in the words of Barack Obama on
the Late Show with David Letterman in 2007 "This country is still the last best hope
on Earth." Two men who represent different sides of the political spectrum but
profess Christ and who've bought into the same heresy, the same error, the idea
that our hopein thisworld is placed not in Christ and in His plansfor theworld
but in what we can do asa people, or especially what we can do asa nation.

Tony Campolo hasthis great quote, | used it a couple timeson our mission trip,
he says mixing church and state islike mixing ice cream and cow manure Dit
doesn't affect the cow manure much but it really messes up the ice cream, which
| imagineistrue.

Here'sthe thing Bthe stateisfine, we can livewith the state, we can work with
the state. But the state isn't the solution. America, even asshelivesin our
imaginations and our highest idealsis never going to be the solution for the
brokenness and the pain in theworld. That solution isonly going to be found in
the church. It'sonly going to be found in the church living out a life faithful to
the one Christ called usto live. When we put our hope in other things, even
other things that seem good, we really follow a shadow rather than the reality of
what Christ callsusto be.

The second way we can get seduced into following just a portion or a shadow of
what God hasfor usinstead of the totality of Hiswill for our livesisthat we can
cordon off things. We can say that the scope of the Kingdom is this big and no
bigger, that within this circle of stuff | will listen to Jesus and then outside this



circle of stuff He's not asrelevant. It'snot that | don't still love Him, it's just that
He'snot asrelevant.

You remember in the Old Testament, back when Moses was speaking to God on
Mt. Sinai, he got thisthing we call the Torah, the law of the Old Testament. Even
though that's a foreshadowing of Christ, it hasalot of the reality of God in it.
What's so powerful for me about the law isthat it includes everything in our
lives. Itincludesall those sinsthat wewould call sins: you can't murder people
according to the Torah, you really shouldn't steal from them, if you lie you
should probably try to stop that too, you should worship God, go to church on
Saturday. On thewhole, alot of thingswe agree with. But then it hasaton of
stuff: how you should clean and glean and till your fieldsand what things you
can plant, it haswhat food you can eat, what clothes you can wear, what things
you can do sexually in the context of your own home, even how you can cut your
hair. It completely coversall of life.

There's a great rabbi, so great | can't remember his name right now, who says
that any religion that doesn't cover what to do with your pots, your pans, and
your privatesisno religion at all. | think that'strue. When we cordon off our
lives, when we say, "Yeah, I'm going to follow God in terms of how | look at
women, or how | respond with anger or not, but I'm not going to worry about
God when it comesto what | buy or what | eat or wherel go or what | doin the
privacy of my own home" | think we follow a shadow rather than the reality of
what God hasfor us.

We have to admit that the shadow isalways easer. It'salways easer to follow
the shadow. It'seaser to say, "You know what? There'sno way | can keep track
of all that stuff. There'snoway | can know where my food came from and how
the animals were treated who make up my food and how the workerswere paid
and whether the cattle comes from land that was clear-cut for grazing land
where they were destroying forests." It's overwhelming to think about where
did my clothes come from, who made them, and how much did they get paid
and what are the conditionsin which they'reworking? Or where did my luxury
items come from and how many warswere fought over the diamond ring | gave
my wife? But | think those questions are essential for us, and when we exclude
those from our lives, we get into the seduction of that shadow life.

Thisisanother story from Shane's book. He'stalking about atimewhere he
attended arally against overseas sweatshops. [Hewrites}: "They listened asa
child from Indonesia pointed to the giant scar on hisface. The child said, 'l got
this scar when my mager lashed me with awhip for not working hard enough.
When it began to bleed, he did not want me to stop working or to ruin the cloth
in front of me. So hetook alighter and he burned it shut. | got this making stuff
for you.™

How can we follow Jesus and buy anything from that master? How can we say
that that's outside of the scope of the reality of God's Kingdom?



Thethird seduction, the third way | think that we can fall into the shadow and be
willing to settle for something less than God'sreality is anissue for me about the
difference between peace and security. | know thisisan edgy topic, but | think
it'sreally, really important. There'sonly two placesin the whole Bible where
Jesus ever cries. Hecriesonce in the gospel of John when Lazarusdiesand
Lazarus's family hasso little faith that they don't trust that Jesus can raise him.
He actually cries out of anger. The scripture saysthat He snorted in His spirit
likeacamel. Hewasso angry and so hurt by their lack of faithin Him thatHe
cried. Theonly other time he criesin scriptureis here. Jesus encountersthe
totality of human suffering in Hislife. He sees people with all kinds of disease.
He sees peoplein abject poverty. He sees people who'velived through
innumerable wars between Rome and Israd. He sees people who are demon-
possessed. In all those situations, He's moved to compassion, but thisisthe only
other timewhere He ever actually cries. When He cries, thisiswhat He says. "If
you, even you, had only recognized on thisday the things that make for peace.”

| think that we often settle for security and | think security is a shadow of peace.
| think when David conquered the Jebusites, he wasgoing for security. And
when Jesus entered into Jerusalem and the people wanted Him to raise up an
army to throw off Rome, they wanted security. But Jesuswanted peace.

| remember when | wasreally young, elementary school, we had drills for what
wewould do in the event of anuclear attack. We wereto go under our desks
and wait there until the teacherstold usit wassafe to come out. Our strategic
defense at that time wasthe greatest acronym ever done, it wascalled MAD,
mutually assured destruction. You guysremember MAD? It wastheideathat
we can stop you from nuking us, but we can nuke you back, and if we get
enough nukes such that if you attack us and we attack you and everybody dies,
no onewill doit becauseif you attadck, our destruction is mutually assured.

| don't even know if that's security. But | know it's not peace. | think we,
especially asAmericans, but asChristiansin general, we're willing to settle for
security when we ought to be striving for peace. We'rewilling to say, "You
know what? Peaceistoo hard and demandstoo much for me, and so if | can get
security, I'm good to go." | think security isbeing able to inspire fear in others.
And I think peaceis not having fear in yourself. | think security isbeing able to
hurt others, and | think peaceis being able to say that, in Christ, nothing can hurt
me, even if I'm killed. | think it'sincumbent on us asChristiansto say that we're
never going to settle for just security, but that we're going to know the ways that
make for peace.

And here'sthedeal. Aslong aswe settle for the shadow, the easy way, the
reflection of God's Kingdom rather than the reality that He hasfor us, aslong as
we prefer the shadow to thereality, we're always going to livein darkness. And
aslong asthe church prefersthe shadow to the reality, the church isgoing to
lead theworld in darkness. Scripture saysthat we are the light of the world, and
Jesus saysthat if the light in you isdarkness, how great then isthe darkness.



Our first night on the farm in Nicaragua, we had our worship time, then we went
up , wewent through a prayer labyrinth on the mountain. A labyrinth is
different from a maze; amazeis a start to finish, alabyrinth you walk into the
middle and then you walk back out. Usually it's afoot path that you follow.
This particular labyrinth isa path of hedges, about 7 feet tall, it sort of gives you
aHarry Potter feel. Aswewerewalking through it, it waspitch black dark. They
divided usinto groups of five or six people, gringos, then each group had at least
one Nicawho wassort of our guide. They gave us a candle, which they told us
represented the light of Christ, and they told usto walk in. We walked through
this path, praying aswe went, until we finally came to the center where thiswas
this giant cross. We talked and prayed and sang bit wasvery, very powerful.

| noticed that we all started out holding our candles here [in front of the body],
because it wascomfortable, it wasthe easy thing to do, it felt natural. Aswe
walked, | beganto realizethat | couldn't see very well with my candleright
there, just because of the glare and it wasso dark. | couldn't seewhere | was
going. | saw one of the Nicasin front of me and he waswalking with his candle
held up over hishead. | watched the peoplein my group, and almost every one
of them by the end of the walk had the candle up high. You could seethe
ground perfectly, it illuminated everything around you, before you, behind you,
even the people around you Bone candle shed alot of light. You could still see
the light very, very clearly, but by that light you could see everything else.

It washarder, it took alittle more energy to hold that candle over your head. But
it struck me that we're so tempted, I'm so tempted, just to settle for alittle bit of
Jesus. Just to settle for enough Jesus to get through the day, not to put
everything and all my eggsin that basket, not to totally hope only in Him and in
Hisplan for the world and trust that the church isthe agent to change things, not
toinclude everything in my faith but to just limit the scope, not to focus on peace
but just be content with security. It's just so easy to hold your candle right here
[in front]. It's so easy to keep Jesusjust for yourself. But it's so much more
powerful to shine your light so that others can see by it. It'sso much more
powerful to livein away that Christ illuminates everything that you do, that
there's nothing that you see that's outside of Christ, that there's nothing that you
do or nothing that you encounter that's not included in that perfect reality that
God desiresfor us.

We are the light of theworld. And if we have the courage to follow it, if we have
the courage to hold up that candle, if we have the courage to embrace the reality
of God, then we are the last best hope for the Earth.

Thanksbeto Him. Amen.



