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Great Journeys of  Scripture: The Road To Damascus 
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Good morning, church.  We are in our series on journeys. Today we've got a 
story that's very, very significant to us in the New Testament, the Old Testament 
as well, but one in the New Testament that's really at the heart of most of our 
faith. 
 
Second Kings, chapter 6, this is the story of Elisha.  Elisha is sort of the follower 
of Eli jah, the prophet.  He is a prophet who has a particular ministry and it really 
is to expand the understanding of God, the understanding of the Kingdom.  For 
example, his healing earlier, in the fifth chapter, of Naaman, a foreign soldier, the 
healing that comes to him stands as a shock to the people.  Here's an adversary 
that God heals through Elisha.  Then when we get to the story today, we find 
something that's even more astounding.  Now Elisha has this gift of discernment 
from God, in particular when  the Israelites are going to be attacked.  He lets the 
king of Israel know when his adversaries are coming upon him, it's a gift that 
God gives him.  The Syrians, it's called Aram today, are trying to attack Israel; 
every time they do they're thwarted.  So the king becomes frustrated and he 
thinks there's a spy in their midst, and they say, "No, it's not a spy, but it's a man 
who's actually there in Israel who knows what you're saying, even in your 
bedchamber."  And this is what happens w ith the story.  
 
Listen to the Word of our Lord. 
 
2 Kings 6:11-23 
 
The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he called his officers 
and said to them, ÔNow tell me who among us sides with the king of Israel?Õ Then one of 
his officers said, ÔNo one, my lord king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the 
king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchamber.Õ He said, ÔGo and find where 
he is; I will send and seize him.Õ He was told, ÔHe is in Dothan.Õ So he sent horses and 
chariots there and a great army; they came by night, and surrounded the city. 

 When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an army 
with horses and chariots was all around the city. His servant said, ÔAlas, master! What 



shall we do?Õ He replied, ÔDo not be afraid, for there are more with us than there are with 
them.Õ Then Elisha prayed: ÔO Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.Õ So the Lord 
opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire all around Elisha. When the Arameans came down against him, Elisha prayed to 
the Lord, and said, ÔStrike this people, please, with blindness.Õ So he struck them with 
blindness as Elisha had asked. Elisha said to them, ÔThis is not the way, and this is not 
the city; follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.Õ And he led them to 
Samaria. 

 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, ÔO Lord, open the eyes of these men so that 
they may see.Õ The Lord opened their eyes, and they saw that they were inside Samaria. 
When the king of Israel saw them he said to Elisha, ÔFather, shall I kill them? Shall I kill 
them?Õ He answered, ÔNo! Did you capture with your sword and your bow those whom 
you want to kill? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink; and let 
them go to their master.Õ So he prepared for them a great feast; after they ate and drank, 
he sent them on their way, and they went to their master. And the Arameans no longer 
came raiding into the land of Israel. 
 
 
It's a great story, fil led w ith a lot of humor.  But a powerful, powerful story of the 
faithfulness of Elisha and what God does w ith him, and a powerful story as well 
in the notion that in the way we vanquish our enemies is to turn them into our 
friends, to care for them, nurture them, support them.  What a powerful 
testimony for that to stand in the midst of God's Word in second Kings. 
 
Now, in the New Testament, in the ninth chapter of Acts, the first 19verses, a 
story that is very, very familiar to the Christian church.  It's often called the 
Conversion of Paul, the Damascus Road experience.  I don't l ike to call it the 
Conversion of Paul, in fact, I don't think that's what it is, I'll  explain that a little 
bit later.  At least, I think that needs to be qualified.  But it's the story of Paul, 
whose name is Saul, he's a persecutor of the Christians, he's held the coats of 
those who stoned Stephen.  He has now become so fraught w ith hatred toward 
the people of the Way. They're not called Christians yet in Paul's mind, but the 
people of the Way, which is probably a term that we as early Christians took for 
ourselves.  He becomes so fraught with hatred towards them that he gets 
permission from the high priests.  He's a Pharisee and he gets permission from 
the Sagisees to go to another land, Syria, where the same setting in Damascus, 
the same setting where the story of Elisha takes place. There are strong 
connections between these two stories; Jim Gates put this series together and did 
a great job in piecing these two stories together. 
 
So, he's on his way and he has permission, literally, from the high priests to be 
able to bind the Christians and bring them back.  The assumption is that if he 
brings them back to Jerusalem, their fate would be very similar to what Stephen 
experienced, which would be death.  So he has gone really in a sense with a 
death sentence to the Christians, to the followers of the Way, in Damascus.  And 
here's what happens on the way. 
 



Listen again for the Word of the Lord. 
 
 Acts 9:1-19 
 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
ÔSaul, Saul, why do you persecute me?Õ He asked, ÔWho are you, Lord?Õ The reply came, 
ÔI am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.Õ The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they 
heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 
For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
ÔAnanias.Õ He answered, ÔHere I am, Lord.Õ The Lord said to him, ÔGet up and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At 
this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and 
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.Õ But Ananias answered, ÔLord, I 
have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your 
name.Õ But the Lord said to him, ÔGo, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to 
bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will 
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.Õ So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ÔBrother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.Õ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 
his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength. 
 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
These two passages about sight caused me to think, and I've shared with some of 
you before, that my eyes have changed as I've aged.  It happens to a lot of us.  
When I was in my early 20s, I had corrective lenses for distance; I was 
nearsighted, which meant I didn't see really well at distances.  So I had my eyes 
corrected for that for driving, but I had, I guess, perfect vision for reading.  As 
I've aged, it's actually done the opposite Ð I don't need corrective lenses for 
distances anymore, in fact I have 20/ 20 for distance, but I can't see anything in 
front of me.  Sheryl and I have this routine now where we read the paper, we sit 



seven feet apart from each other and I hold the paper for her and she holds it for 
me, and we read it like that.  A lot of people want to know, if that's the case how 
do I read from my small li ttle Bible.  The truth is, I've got to be honest w ith you, I 
cheat and I copy it and I just stick it in here.  I do it because I highlight it and I 
don't want to highlight my Bible.  Years ago I never enlarged it, but now it gets 
enlarged about 300%.  The thing that's been really good for me is what it's called.  
It's not an eye disease, but a condition.  It's not called, l ike, You're Gettin' Old, 
Jim, it's called "presbyopia."  And for a Presbyterian pastor, that's just a great 
name Ð I have presbyopia.  For those of you who know a little Greek, Greek in 
the New Testament the word "presybteras" is the word that's translated "elder."  
But that's the New Testament translation.  What it really means in the real Greek 
is "old people".  So I have old-people eyes.  But I'd much rather call it presbyopia 
than old-guy eyes.    
 
What's interesting, though, is that when you have the gift of sight you want to be 
able to see at distances and you want to be able to see up front.  It's not l ike you 
want to pick one or the other, you want to be able to do both.  The real challenge 
is how do you find the correction, regardless of where you are, when something 
starts to happen to be able to do that.  It's really important.  I saw this played out 
in a corporate way w ith a group of pastors.  We were having lunch together and 
we were talking about some of the things going on in the larger church.  There 
were people that were more nearsighted, able to see things right in front of us, 
and there were some who were able to see things a little bit further.  It was really 
interesting that it had to do with age again.  The two youngest people in the 
gathering were the people that were the most open to say, "I am so frustrated 
w ith what is happening in the larger church and what seems to be taking place 
and the concerns that we have, that we're not even sure that we might be able to 
abide in this, that we might have to find other opportunities and other places to 
serve and to w itness."  It was really interesting that the two youngest were the 
ones who saw what was in front of us, who saw the challenges most clearly that 
were right in front of us. 
 
Then there were the older pastors, there were some that were actually in their 
mid-60s, and they were the ones that were the most hesitant, the most patient, or 
the most enduring, depending on what word you want to use.  They were the 
ones who were saying, "No, no, no, this is a long-term thing.  Let's look at this in 
the long-term, let's be patient, let's see how it plays out."  What I would argue is 
that that's what the body of Christ needs Ð it needs the young bucks and it needs 
the old folks to say, "Hey, let's just wait a l ittle bit, let's see how this plays out."  
Because you've got to have both Ð you've got to be able to see close and you've 
got to be able to see far in order to truly see, to have real vision.  And this is one 
of the values of the body of Christ, is that very often in an older church, people 
don't pay much attention to what the younger folks are thinking Ð  "You're 
looking too close, you're looking too close, you're not seeing it."  But they often 
see things that can cause us to have huge stumbles that can literally kil l us if 
we're not careful. 
 
And then sometimes the young folks, the young bucks, can get so caught up w ith 
the immediate that it seems so pressing that they're not able to quite grasp the 



long vision.  We have to have both, we have to rely on both.  That's one of the 
real values of the body of Christ, and one of the real values that we have in our 
congregation w ith the kind of diversity of age.  Chronological diversity is a great 
thing for us. 
 
This is true for all of life, I believe.  How to have vision that is a vision that really 
is able to see what is right here and what is to come, what's long-term and what's 
not.  It's being able to see what is the call of God in our lives, or Christ's presence 
in the big picture, and yet find the immediacy of l ife.  This being able to see is an 
important biblical concept.  Twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, the sheep and the 
goats, Jesus says those of you who did my will, those of you who visited me 
when I was sick and in prison and cared for meÉ   And they said, "Lord, when 
did we see you when you were sick and in prison, when did we visit you?"  And 
those of you who didn't come to see me; "Lord, when didn't we see youÉ ?"  
They're talking about the gift of vision.  It's not just doing, itÕs being able to see 
Christ as they're doing it.   
 
This being able to see Christ is an incredibly important, significant notion for us Ð 
we have to have that long view in order to have the short.  In the Old Testament 
it's known as the light of God, this huge, blinding, dazzling light that comes.  It's 
connected w ith the theophanies of the Old Testament, the presence of God that 
comes.  And in that l ight is the idea that when the light comes, we're given a 
vision of being able to see things we weren't able to see before.  That's definitely 
what happens to Saul, or to Paul, in the story today, he's given vision.  The thing 
that's really interesting for Paul is that he's not just given his vision back, he's 
given a new vision.  He knows what he's supposed to do. He's given a purpose 
in life, he's given a value in life. The Bible really uses that kind of language, the 
Bible says that when you're able to see, that means you're able to see your 
purpose in the purpose of God.  It's an amazing, amazing opportunity.  That's 
why I want to say that Paul's conversion experience, what we call the Damascus 
Road experience of conversion, is really not conversion as much as it is 
conversion and commission.  He's commissioned in this passage because he's 
given something to do. 
 
Now, this is critical for us when we think about what God does for us in our lives 
because it's the same for us today.  God doesn't convert anybody without 
commissioning them.  God doesn't just call people into an intimate relationship 
w ith Him through Christ and not give us something to do.  The reason he doesn't 
just call us into that intimate relationship is because God knows that without 
something to do, we're going to squander it, we're going to waste it, we're not 
going to do anything of value w ith it, and in fact it w il l cause us to become lazy 
and we'll miss the whole thing.  That's one of the real dangers we have w ith 
evangelism is to lead people to a personal relationship w ith Christ Ð and it is a 
personal relationship with Christ, no doubt about it Ð but it's not just me and 
Jesus.  It's not just about, "Oh, I'm so secure in my salvation, I've got it locked 
right now, me and Jesus, right together, and Jesus is telling me to just sit down 
for awhile."  No.  Jesus doesn't do that.  He says, "When I call you, I convert you, 
I commission you.  I give you the fullness of life."   
 



You and I don't want that. We want to read Paul's conversion as a conversion.  
We want to say, "Lord, I want to be smacked down."  I can't tell you, the two 
things that I've had the most inquiry about in my pastoral ministry ever, the 
second in number has been the idea of how do you know that Jesus is alive in 
your l ife, how do you know that you've really accepted Him.  People say, "I've 
never had that experience.  I never got knocked off my horse.  I never got 
blinded.  I never had that thing where I knew immediately this is it, everything's 
changed."  All the great testimonies have that.  Somebody says, "Well, I'm sti ll  
just kind of working on it" and we say, "Wow, don't want a testimony from you, I 
want somebody who's got a good story to tell.  Tell me about how horrible your 
l ife was, how messed up everything was, and how God came to you one night 
and, man, I got it right now."  That's why we don't have testimonies here Ð can't 
find enough people that have had that experience. 
 
Well, Paul didn't have that experience.  You look at Paul's life, you read on and 
Paul goes to Jerusalem right away and they kick him around there.  The 
Christians won't receive him, so Barnabas stands up for him.  He gets messed up 
there and Paul goes away.  God says, "Okay, Paul, just go away" and he sends 
him off to his hometown and says, "Be there for awhile, Paul."  Life wasn't easy 
for Paul.  He was working on it all the way through.  You read his letters, and 
Paul's working it out himself.  He's not just writing to a group of people, he's 
working it out as he says it.  Yeah, some people have been knocked off the horse, 
some people have been blinded, some people have had that.  But most of us, 
we're in the business of just trying to figure it out day to day Ð "Is this God?  Is 
this God?  Is this it?  Am I blind now?  Am I seeing now?"  Take comfort in that, 
because it's a good thing.  It was a good thing for Paul, it's a good thing for the 
followers, there's nothing wrong with that.  
 
See, what you and I want to do is to have it right now.  I got great theology at 
Subway the other day.  Subway's doing this l ittle Scrabble game, you can w in 
something right away or you can build on the letters.  So I got [a game piece] and 
it says immediately, "You are not an instant winner."  And I thought they 
could've been more polite, they could've said, "Try again, Jim" or "Keep trying."  
But it says, "You are not an instant w inner."  And God really spoke to me, and I 
really mean this, God really spoke to me as I was looking at this.  I said, "You 
know, Lord, this is what I want.  I want to be an instant w inner.  I want it right 
now, I want to pray, I want you to tell me exactly what to do now.  I'll  do 
whatever you want, Lord.  No matter what you want me to do, if you tell me and 
you make it clear and you blind me so that I know it's exactly you and there's no 
way I can be messed up and there's no way I can think it's bad pizza, but it's you 
Ð Lord, you tell me and I'll  do it.  I want to be an instant w inner, Lord."  And He 
keeps coming back.  Even in Subway, God speaks to me and says, "Jim, you are 
not an instant w inner.  It's not about that.  It's about something else.  It's about 
faithfulness.  It's about being commissioned." 
 
I believe God says to us, I really do, I believe God says, "I want you to have a 
vision of me, and I want you to be able to know that I'm true, I'm real, in the 
distance.  I know it might be hard to see, I might be hard to grasp, but I want you 
to be able to have that vision and then I want you to use that as you interpret the 



things that you do.  I want you to work on your eyesight, Jim, I want you to eat 
some carrots in faith.  I want you to work on it so that it comes."   
 
You see, when God calls us, He doesn't call us just in a great conversion.  He calls 
us and gives us something to do.  I love it when C.S. Lewis talked about his 
conversion.  C.S. Lewis was a great, great Christian, and when he was converted 
as an adult, he said, "You know, I gotta tell youÉ "  Actually, I'm paraphrasing 
Lewis, they wouldn't let him say "I gotta tell you" at Oxford.  But he said, "I gotta 
tell you, when I came to Christ I was the most reluctant Christian that was ever 
on the face of the earth.  Because I didn't want it.  I wanted something different.  
What I thought I was going to get isn't what I got.  But it became so persuasive 
for me, it became so overwhelming, that I knew I just needed to begin the 
journey." 
 
So here's the thing.  How do you know if it's God calling you?  Maybe you're not 
blinded, maybe you're not knocked down.  But here's the thing Ð if God calls 
you, first of all he uses your name, "Saul, Saul," "Ananias, Ananias".  He uses 
your name, it's a personal relationship, Christ calls you into a relationship w ith 
H im, he doesn't call you to go out and do something until you know Him.  He 
calls you, he uses your name, it's personal. And then he always gives you 
something to do.  He gives you something to do.  He doesn't just say, "Hey, abide 
in me and stay there forever."  He's saying, "Come and be with me and let's go 
out together."  And here's the thing we don't want to hear as well, after he gives 
us something to do, he lets us know that there's going to be some pain and 
suffering involved.  And I'd love as a pastor to tell you that it's not the truth, and 
you can go to a lot of churches that'l l  tell you it's not true, but they're just lying to 
you and I'm just being honest w ith you.  Because you're not going to find a story 
in scripture, you're not going to find a call ing in life, you're not going to find any 
story of the saints of the church who have gone on to glory thousands of years 
ago or those who are living today, you're not going to find any story that says 
that the call of God is not accompanied in some way w ith some kind of pain and 
some kind of suffering. 
 
That's what Jesus is saying right in the beginning in this for Paul, he's tell ing 
Ananias, he says, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 
name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel."  That's pretty 
darn cool.  "I myself w il l show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name."  And here's the thing, the value and the pain of suffering is that you 
know it's not about you.  You know that you're never in control enough.  It's not 
about you, it's about something that's bigger than you.  And if Jesus Christ 
suffered for you and he suffered for me and he died for us, he gives us the 
privilege of being able to suffer w ith this world.   
 
But that suffering is something for the Christian that is not left on its own, 
because that suffering also comes with great joy because we know that we are in 
the flow of God's spirit.  And I truly believe that.  I believe that every person here 
today, if they knew what God wanted them to do today, they'd say, "Lord, I'll  do 
anything. I'll  even suffer if I know it's what is the thing that's the purpose of my 
life."  So you can't run away from it.  We've gotta know that when that comes, 



that's okay.  You see, l ike Paul, we're called to enter into true ministry, our 
call ing, totally powerless.  Not w ith our strengths and not with our gifts.  We 
don't do a spiritual gift assessment and say, "These are your gifts, now you come 
to Jesus and use them."  We're called to be totally powerless in our lives when 
we're called. 
 
And the thing for us is that if you're feeling desperate today, if you are truly 
feeling desperate, if you're feeling as if you just don't know, you're hanging on, 
you're trying to figure it out, you don't even understand, whatever it is Ð if you're 
feeling desperate about what is coming before you, whether it be an il lness or 
whether it be a relationship or whether it be a new school starting or whether it 
be a new journey or whatever it is Ð if you're feeling in some sense a place of 
desperation, remember that for the saints of faith, it's not a measure of discipline 
but of desperation that is the sign of the Kingdom in your life.  Because it's when 
you're desperate that you know that God is at work in you, because you know 
that you can't do it on your own.  If you could do it on your own, go to Barnes & 
Noble and find the self-help section, there's great books there.  But if you tried 
that and you can't sti l l get it all figured out, you got better but you didn't quite 
get it, then come back and say, "Lord, I'm desperate." 
 
And here's the number one thing on Jim's Top Ten of Being Asked:  Help me 
pray.  Tell me about prayer.  How do you pray?  How do you deepen your 
prayer l ife?  How do you get better at it?  We've got all kinds of books about 
prayer, we've got all kinds of prayers on prayer. It's great stuff.  But the advice 
my Uncle A lbert gave me when I was six years old is the best advice on prayer 
I've ever had in my life.  I was sitting on the front porch w ith him in west 
Columbia, South Carolina eating a peach.  He said, "Jimmy, you want to know 
the best praying I ever did in my life?"  I said, "Yeah, Uncle A lbert.  When?"  And 
he said, "When I was hanging upside down in a well."  This is what he meant:  If 
you want to grow in your prayer l ife, take on something that you can't 
accomplish by your own skill.  If you want to grow in your prayer l ife, take on a 
challenge that's bigger than yourself.  And if you do, I promise you, your life in 
prayer w ill change.  It will be transformed.  It w ill be like, "Lord, I know I can't 
do this without you.  I know I can't do this on my own." 
 
Mother Theresa, in her writings, says, "You know, I can't imagine the work that 
God called me to do" Ð and she suffered, she was w ith people who suffered, and 
she suffered herself in the midst of her joy Ð "that I could go any more than 30 
minutes w ithout having to fall down on my knees in prayer."  If she could go an 
hour or two hours, what she was saying was that's not God.  But if I am doing 
something that is so overwhelmingly not me that every 30 minutes I had to fall 
down on my knees in prayer I knew that I was in the flow of what God wanted 
for me in my life.  I knew that I had that vision of being able to see in the 
distance, of knowing that Jesus is Lord, knowing that He has died for us, not just 
for us, not just for the church, but died for the world and calls us all to be one in 
the body of Christ, if I can live in that and then I can see daily what I'm supposed 
to do, how that vision that comes, living in the light of that, knowing that it's not 
about meÉ   Desperation, that's a good thing, my friends, I've gotta tell you, 
that's a good thing.  Because if you think you've got it locked, that's when you're 



at risk.  Pain, that's not a bad thing.  Now I'm not saying I want you to sit out 
there and be miserable all the time.  But, you see, it's about something bigger 
than us. 
 
I had a friend growing up through grade school, high school and college who 
was adopted.  H is parents were wonderful, wonderful people, but they didn't 
know how to broach that w ith him, so they didn't .  He was in late elementary 
school when a neighbor told him he was adopted, and it rocked his world for a 
lot of reasons.  I'm not sure that it was the only thing, but it really rocked his 
world and really set him on a path of in one way trying to find his ancestry.  He 
wanted to be able to see his face in the face of someone else.  He wanted to be 
able to recognize his own identity, his face, in the face of someone else.  So he 
began that journey, and it wasn't just a journey to find his birth mom, his birth 
parents, but it became a journey that led him into some very, very difficult and 
painful and horrible things in which he started to ease that pain and to ease that 
comfort and trying to find in the face of others and in the face of other activities 
and events things that calmed him or brought at least a temporary salve.  
 
 So he began to live a l ife that was certainly not in the flow of what God's w ill 
was for him, and he became disengaged with friends that he'd had and he 
moved on.  He totally abandoned his adoptive mom and dad, told them he didn't 
want to have anything to do with them again, didn't want to see them the rest of 
their lives.  One night, he was college age, he was so drunk that he wrapped his 
car around a tree.  By God's grace, he was the only one in the car, nobody else 
was hit.  He was in intensive care.  For seven days he couldn't open his eyes, he 
couldn't move his body for months.  He tells the story that after a week of being 
literally blinded, he was finally able to open his eyes.  And you know the first 
thing he saw?  The first thing he saw was his adoptive mom on her knees at his 
bed praying for him.  And Gary said at that moment he knew that his face was in 
the face of her unconditional love for him.  And he found his journey, he found 
his life, he found his peace, he found his hope. 
 
Two years ago, James and Valena, I don't even know what day we call it, but it's 
the day that Abigail got put in their arms.  James videoed it while it was 
happening.  I've got to tell you, it's one of my favorite videos of all time because 
they get Abigail and Valena turns around and she's just crying.  But that little girl 
sees her face in her mom and dad's love for her. 
 
But here's the thing, in the daily l iving of l ife, if you trust and believe in Christ, 
even though you might not be able to have a vision quite to get it, in the daily 
l iving of l ife you have the privilege of seeing your own face in the face of people 
who love you unconditionally, people who care for you, people who love this 
world.  And you have the privilege, as well, of not only knowing that love, but 
you have the amazing privilege of being in the flow of that love by being that 
face to others.  And if you don't l ive that, you have squandered one of the richest 
gifts that God has ever provided for the face of this world and one of the richest 
gifts that He has ever provided for you in your life, to truly be that unconditional 
love, that face of God in Christ, for this world.  And when people see it, when 



you see it, when I see it, when we see it, we know why it is called Amazing Grace 
Ð I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 
 
Live that life.  Claim that today.  Claim that purpose that God has for you.  And 
you'l l have more joy than you ever thought existed on the face of the earth. 
 
Thanks be to him.  Amen. 


