Stated Session Meeting Minutes for February 15, 2021
Session convened at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom and opened in prayer.
Examination of Potential New Members:

Susan Vanderwerff – Reaffirmation of Faith
A quorum was noted with the following Session members present: Jeff Abney,
Elizabeth Barge, Dave Breen, Mark Fulton, Natt Gantt, Lucy Gates, Susan Girois,
Barbara Haga, Valena Hoy, Joel Phillips, Kathy Stine, Jim Thomasson, Gigi Tysinger,
Page Weaver, Jim Wood
Guests:
Shelby Howard, FPC Administrator
Hunter Johnston, Preschool Director and Director of Children and Family Ministries
Devotional: Valena Hoy shared a devotional based on Psalm 27. “The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?”
Financial Report: The financial report was reviewed by Shelby Howard. She
reported that both FPC and FPP continue to be in a good financial position.
Clerk’s Communications and Reports:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance Figures for January 25, 2021 through February 7, 2021.
Membership Gains and Losses Figures
Upcoming Session Meetings and Calendar Reminders
Births and Deaths Information
Baptisms and Weddings Conducted
New Members and Transfers Noted

Minutes for Stated Session Meeting for January 25, 2021: Reviewed by
Session.
Consent Agenda: The Consent Agenda for February 15, 2021 was approved and
ordered by common consent.
Staff Reports:
Hunter said the confirmand meetings have gone very well. In the preschool, 80% of
the staff will be vaccinated. There have been some COVID challenges, such as
parents who have tested positive and had to keep their children at home. Preschool
enrollment is going very well.
PEVA Commissioner Report: None this month.
Team Reports / Committee Minutes: None this month.

URC/N.E.S.T. Report: Attached at end of docket.
New Business:
Motion: From Building and Grounds Committee
On Sunday January 31, 2021 The B & G Committee made a presentation to Session
members for improvements to the church sanctuary which will increase the
sanctuary space to allow for more musicians and performers in the services and will
allow for elevated staging for these participants as well as allowing the
congregation to better see wedding ceremonies and baptisms. We are proposing
this work to begin after Easter 2022. A video of this presentation was made for
Session members not able to attend on the 31th.
We request approval of:
(1) $8,000 for an artist rendering for display to the congregation and
(2) $30,000 for A&E design drawings and a final estimate of costs to give to two or
three construction contractors later this year for prices for this work. These
amounts are not to exceed these estimates, as we hope to get these items for less
than these proposed amounts.
These amounts are not to exceed these estimates, as we hope to get these items
for less than these proposed amounts.
Following a discussion on the proposed improvements, a motion to approve the two
elements of the Building and Grounds Committee request was made and seconded.
The motion passed by a vote of 14 to 1.
Motion: To approve the 2020 annual statistical report to PC(USA) and direct that it
be published to the congregation. The motion was made, seconded and approved
by common consent.
Motion: To elect PEVA Commissioners for 2021.
•
•

Joel Phillips
Jim Thomasson

The motion was made, seconded and approved by common consent.
Pastors’ Reports:
Valena Hoy
Devotional work for Lent and Easter is underway. Antipas Harris will present a
teaching series on “The Beloved Country.” Preparations are underway for the
Winter Chill event. Valena is overseeing the Commission on Ministry work.

Jim Wood
The Confirmation event went well. The nominating committee will convene soon to
create a slate of candidates for elders and deacons. Jim wants to start thinking
about and begin vision casting for the fall. We may convene a called Session
meeting to do that. Rather than the special fund that Session created last month,
Jim suggested a different approach that would celebrate Valena being in her 21st
year of ministry at FPC.
MOTION: To rescind last month’s vote that established the Support for Medical
Expenses Fund. The motion was made, seconded and ordered by common consent.
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.

_
________ _
_____________
Mark Fulton, Clerk of Session
Rev. Jim Wood, Senior Pastor

