
Stated Session Meeting Minutes for May 17, 2021 
 
Session convened at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom and opened in prayer. 
 
A quorum was noted with the following Session members present: Elizabeth Barge, 
Dave Breen, Ron Fritch, Mark Fulton, Natt Gantt, Valena Hoy, Rashell Matthews, 
Joel Phillips, Kathy Stine, Jim Thomasson, Page Weaver, Jim Wood 
 
Examination of Potential New Members: None 
 
Guests:  
Shelby Howard, FPC Administrator 
Hunter Johnston, Preschool Director and Director of Children and Family Ministries 
 
Devotional: Joel Phillips shared thoughts on Acts 2:1-13. He compared the events 
of Pentecost vs. the account of the Tower of Babel. Am I making a name for myself 
or pointing toward the Gospel of Christ? 
 
Financial Report: The financial report was reviewed by Shelby Howard. She 
reported that both FPC and FPP continue to be in a good financial position.  
 
Clerk’s Communications and Reports:  
 

• Attendance Figures for April 18, 2021 through May 9, 2021. 
• Membership Gains and Losses Figures 
• Upcoming Session Meetings and Calendar Reminders 
• Births and Deaths Information 
• Baptisms and Weddings Conducted 
• New Members and Transfers/Removals Noted 

 
Minutes for Stated Session Meeting for April 19, 2021:  Reviewed by Session 
and ordered by common consent. 
 
Minutes for Congregational Meeting for May 2, 2021:  Reviewed by Session 
and ordered by common consent. 
 
Consent Agenda: The Consent Agenda for May 17, 2021 was approved and 
ordered by common consent. 
 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Hunter Johnston reported that Jackson Cooper continues to do a great job with the 
youth and young adult ministries. There have been a lot of programming advances. 
Vacation Bible School plans are moving forward with special activities and a special 
meal in the parking lot planned for July 11 – 13. The preschool continues to see 
enrollment success. Teacher appreciation week was a success. Kindergarten 
graduation coming up. 



Joel Phillips reported that the all-church survey will be published to the 
congregation. He is working with the AV team to solve the technical glitches that 
occurred during the Easter services. He is working on a strategy for the overall 
online presence of FPC. FPC Masterclasses were a huge success and will be part of 
programming going forward in the fall.   
 
PEVA Commissioner Report:  
 
Joel Phillips reported that the July PEVA meeting may be in-person. He reported 
positive remarks from General Presbyter Rev. Elizabeth Hendricks regarding FPC’s 
engagement with NEST and the city’s homeless shelter plans. 
 
Team Reports / Committee Minutes, URC/N.E.S.T. Report: Attached at end of 
docket. 
 
New Business:  
 
MOTION: That Session approve the Ministry Position Description for the Assistant 
to the Preschool Director/Director of Family and Children’s Ministries. The motion 
was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
MOTION: That Session approve the Ministry Position Description for the Director of 
Online Ministry. The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
MOTION: That a Nicaragua Service Mission Trip be added to the church calendar 
for 2022. The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
Pastors’ Reports: 
 
Valena Hoy 
 
Master classes have gone very well. Summer program planning is underway. The 
sermon series will focus on the Book of John. The number of baptisms is picking up. 
Valena’s Commission on Ministry work is moving forward. She expressed deep 
thanks for her 20th anniversary gift from the congregation. 
 
Jim Wood 
 
The staff is in the process of discerning what will happen as FPC returns to full in-
person worship. We continue to wait for more clarification from the governor. 
Parking lot parties have been a great success and will continue. URC is doing well, 
particularly in its work with the Center homeless program, which is a temporary 
solution until the city creates a permanent shelter. Congratulations to Joel Phillips 
upon his graduation from seminary. Jim’s new grandson’s name is Silas. Jim noted 
that May 16, 2021 marked the 22nd anniversary of his ministry at FPC. We are 
contemplating an in-person Session meeting for June. 
 



Adjournment: Meeting was closed in prayer and adjourned at 7:25 pm by 
common consent. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________  
Mark Fulton, Clerk of Session         Rev. Jim Wood, Senior Pastor 
 
 


